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THE PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED

Although I cannot say when the term  “physically
challenged” originated or who coined the phrase, it has
become widely used in the United States, It is a term
used to describe people who were otherwise called
“physically disabled.” “Physically disabled” implies
that- the person who is called this is unable o perform.
“Physically challenged” implies that the physical enviroom=
ent is not friendly to the person and that structures ex-
ist that challenge the person 1o be “sble.” We all, at
one time or another, find the environment physically
challenging. For example,] cannot pol my leggage in
the' overhead rack on some airplanes. It is physically
challenging. For the person who has had a stroke or
a spinal injury these kinds of challenges occur with
more frequency and with much greater difficulty. There
are solutions w the challenges, but in some cases societal
will and creative technology bave nol yet arrived al
optimal solutions. The physically challenged are part of
mainsiream sociely but are not always seen as part of
it. Indeed, it is the society thal has not always risen
to the challenges of this group of people.

{Yuriko Lynn Yasuda, fEZESHESH. FRAEER)
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